
 New Book Explores Glastonbury’s Experience in the Revolu;onary War 

 

A new book, published by the Historical Society of Glastonbury in celebra;on of the 
250th anniversary of our independence, explores “Glassenbury’s” experience in the 
Revolu;onary War. 

 Titled Our Sacred Honor: Glastonbury in the Revolu8onary War, the 91-page book with 
color illustra;ons is no academic litany of dates and dry facts.  Rather, it aOempts to reflect the 
experiences of individual Glastonbury men and women during the war for independence. 

As such, it retells some of the familiar stories passed down through the years,  such as 
the disastrous explosion at the Stocking Gunpowder Mill on Roaring Brook in 1777. But this is 
no rehash of ;red old tales and  legends. Much of the material is new—or a reexamina;on of 
the old--based on  post-war veterans’ pension applica;ons and other largely untapped stories 
and newly accessible informa;on.  

One of those reexamina;ons debunks some of the long-repeated  claims regarding 
Glastonbury’s response to the Lexington Alarm at the outbreak of the war when  59 local 
mili;amen marched off toward Boston to confront the Redcoats. (They got as far as Stafford 
Springs.) The truth of that excursion  is perhaps less theatrical than legend would maintain, but 
no less inspiring for all of that.  

Another sec;on of the book discusses the paradox of the African-American men from 
town, at least seven of whom—including former slaves—fought on behalf of a  Patriot cause 
that touted equality among men, with some  notably ironic excep;ons.  Enlis;ng for three-year 
terms, their experiences varied, but some saw combat and at least two suffered through the 
hard winter at Valley Forge in 1777-78. The powder horn of one of those soldiers, Prince Simbo, 
is now in the collec;ons of the Smithsonian Ins;tute. 

 The compila;on of accounts in the book  was edited by former Glastonbury Ci8zen 
editor/publisher Jim Hallas, who also serves on the historical society’s board of directors.  

 “The original idea was to gather material that appeared in historical society columns and 
news leOers over the years and republish it in a single work,” said Hallas. “But it quickly became 
clear to the publica;ons commiOee that this was not feasible. For one thing, while they offered 
a good basis to begin, there was too much duplica;on and overlap in previously published 
material. Secondly, we began to turn up a lot of source material that had either never been 
explored, or that  added dimension or correc;on to previous accounts. And finally, the 
commiOee realized it was necessary to provide beOer context for events in order  to pull 
everything together.” 



 Among the previously unexplored accounts in the book is the strange  story of  
Glastonbury Lieutenant Alexander McDowell. Something of a mystery, McDowell, whose origins 
are obscure,  appeared in town shortly before the war. He par;cipated in the Lexington Alarm, 
married a local woman  and subsequently served as an officer in the Con;nental Army. Then, 
inexplicably, towards the end of the war, he deserted to the enemy. Recaptured, he was court-
mar;aled by direc;on of General George Washington himself, found guilty, and hanged in 
Harford in March, 1781.  

 Another account in Our Sacred Honor  relates the experience of Glastonbury soldiers at 
the BaOle of Bunker Hill, where Roger Fox was killed and two other Glastonbury  men were 
wounded. Fox was the first volunteer from town to lose his life in the war. 

On the homefront, the book tells of the Yale College students who relocated to town to 
con;nue their studies due to the Bri;sh threat to New Haven. One of those students was Noah 
Webster, who would gain later fame for his dic;onary. As an aside, another account in the book, 
;tled “All’s Fair in Love and War,”  tells of Yale student Jonathan Brace. Young Brace seems to 
have mixed his studies with romance. He ended up marrying his landlady, the grieving widow of 
Thomas Kimberly, who had been killed less than a year earlier in  the Stocking Powder Mill 
explosion.  

 Yet another account in the book, “The Mystery of Noah Bartlet,” is based on the recent 
discovery and ongoing analysis of skeletal remains found in 2019 in a mass grave in western 
Connec;cut.  Researchers suspect that one of four sets of  remains of Revolu;onary War 
soldiers uncovered by chance in the town of Ridgefield may be those of  Noah BartleO of 
Glastonbury. A member of the 3rd Connec;cut Line, Bartlet was killed in a baOle with Bri;sh 
troops that raided Danbury in 1777.  It is hoped that DNA tes;ng may establish whether the 
remains are in fact Bartlet’s.  

 Replete with illustra;ons, Our Sacred Honor also draws on a variety of material in the 
historical society collec;ons. The most notable is the so-called “TalcoO Musket,” which is said to 
have been used by a local soldier in the pivotal BaOle of Saratoga in 1777.  Various documents 
pertaining to military service are also illustrated, as well as two Revolu;onary War cartridge 
pouches presently on display at the historical society’s Museum on the Green. 

 Finally, the book includes a roster of Glastonbury men known to have served in the 
military during the war and notes where they are  buried, both locally or elsewhere, if that 
could be determined. The lis;ng includes over 400 names, many of which, including Hales, 
Hollisters, TalcoOs, Lovelands and Taylors, will be familiar to modern-day residents.  

Our Sacred Honor: Glastonbury in the Revolu8onary War, is a 91-page sok-cover book, 
measuring 8 ½” x 11” with numerous illustra;ons in both color and black and white. The ini;al 



prin;ng was funded by a generous grant from  Tom GulloOa. Priced at $25, the book is available 
at the following loca;ons: The Historical Society Museum on the Green at the corner of Main & 
Hubbard Streets (open Mon., Tues., Thurs.); Emmy Lou’s Ltd. at 17 Hebron Ave.; River Bend 
Bookshop at 2400 Main St. in Glastonbury Center; and  Katz Ace Hardware at 2687 Main St.    

All proceeds will benefit the Historical Society of Glastonbury. 

 

 


